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	SUBJECT:
	Lemons and Limes from Mexico Reinstated to the National Agriculture Release Program (NARP)

	DISTRIBUTION:
	Users of the commercial port of entry at Otay Mesa, Calexico, Tecate, other interested parties


BACKGROUND:
On December 6, 2010, citrus commodities (lemon and limes-Persian and sour varieties) from Mexico were temporarily suspended from the National Agriculture Release Program (NARP) due to the presence of sweet orange scab, a disease caused by the fungus, Elsinoë australis (Bitancourt & Jenkins), on these fruits.  CBP was denying entry of citrus shipments if USDA determined the fruit in the shipments to be symptomatic for the disease. 
PURPOSE:  

This notice serves to inform the trade of the reinstatement of lemons and limes (Persian and sour varieties) imported from Mexico to the National Agriculture Release Program (NARP).  This notice is based on guidance received from USDA.
PROCEDURES:  

Effective immediately, these citrus commodities are being reinstated to NARP and will be allowed into all states; including citrus-producing states where Elsinoe australis (sweet orange scab) is not known to occur.
All shipments must be accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate (PC).  The PC Additional Declaration (AD) requirement will be the same as for the Asian citrus psyllid stating, "The citrus in this consignment were cleaned using normal packing house procedures."  

The requirement for the PC and AD does not apply to precleared citrus accompanied by a PPQ Form 203.
Any further changes to the entry requirements for lemons and limes from Mexico will be communicated to the trade via subsequent Port Information Notices.

If you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact Chief Rosie Maizuss at (619) 671-8134 or Trade Chief Carlos Robles at (619) 671-8131.  If you have any questions about the disease, please contact PPQ Officer-in-Charge Joyce West at (619) 661-1788.
/SIGNED/
Rosa E. Hernandez

Port Director, Otay Mesa
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